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1 . 1 FIND TWO BASIC PROBLEMS IN THE ASSIGNMENT YOU 
PROPOSE FOR COLONEL OSBORN AT THE EMBASSY. THE PIRST 
IS INTERNAL. THIS IS A SMALL MISSION, AND IS GETTING 
SMALLER IN THE AREAS MOST RELEVANT TO HIS INTERESTS. 

IT WOULD BE A STRAIN ON OUR RESOURCES, SUBSTANTIVE 
EVEN MORE THAN ADMINISTRATIVE, TO CONTRIBUTE TO A 
WORTHWHILE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE POR HIM. COL. OSBORN 
IS OBVIOUSLY HIGHLY QUALIFIED, BUT WE WOULD PIND IT 
DIPFICULT TO USE HIS TALENTS EFPECTIVELY BECAUSE OP 
THE PROBLEMS OP HIS STATUS, WHICH LEADS TO THE SECOND, 
EXTERNAL, PROBLEM. COL. OSBORN'S POSITION IN THE EMBASSY 
OUTSIDE THE PORMAL ATTACHE STRUCTURE WOULD NOT BE 
UNDERSTOOD, AND WOULD BE AN OBSTACLE TO HIM IN HIS 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE MALAYSIAN COMMUNITY. IT 
COULD HANDICAP HIM IN PURSUING THE KINDS OF PROJECTS 
MOST SUITED TO HIS TALENTS AND OF POSSIBLE USE TO 
THE MISSION. 

2. THERE IS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE ASSIGNMENT WHICH I THINK 
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WOULD MEET COL. OSBORN'S NEEDS AND AT THE SAME TIME 
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OVERCOME TO A MAJOR DEGREE THE PROBLEMS CITED ABOVE. 

WE COULD OEEER COL. OSBORN AS A VISITING PROEESSOR/ 

LECTURER AT THE MALAYSIAN ARMED EORCES STAFE COLLEGE. 

THIS HIGHLY REGARDED INSTITUTION HAS OEEICERS FROM 

INDONESIA, THAILAND, THE PHILIPPINES, AUSTRALIA 

AND NEW ZEALAND REPRESENTING ABOUT 10 PERCENT OE THE STUDENT 

BODY. THERE ARE NOW, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, NO FOREIGN 

OEFICERS ASSIGNED TO THE EACULTY, BUT COMMONWEALTH 

OEFICERS HAVE SERVED AT THE COLLEGE IN PREVIOUS 

YEARS. COL. OSBORN'S EXCELLENT CREDENTIALS AND THE 

EACT THAT HE WOULD JOIN THE FACULTY WITHOUT COST TO 

THE GOM WOULD SEEM A STRONG INCENTIVE EOR ACCEPTANCE. 

HE WOULD HAVE AT THE COLLEGE THE OPPORTUNITY EOR 
INEORMAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE BEST ELEMENTS OE THE 
MALAYSIAN MILITARY, AND OUTSIDE THE COLLEGE A STATUS 
THAT WOULD FACILITATE RATHER THAN HANDICAP CONTACTS. 

3. EINALLY, WE KNOW THAT THE GOM IS RESISTING PRESSURE 
EROM THE RUSSIANS AND CHINESE TO INCREASE THEIR EMBASSY 
STAEFS. (WE ARE BY EAR THE LARGEST EMBASSY IN KL, 

30 PERCENT BIGGER THAN INDONESIA, THE NEXT LARGEST.) OPPO- 
SITION TO COL. OSBORN'S ASSIGNMENT TO THE EMBASSY 
CAN BE EXPECTED EROM ELEMENTS IN BOTH EOREIGN AND 
INTERNAL AEFAIRS MINISTRIES ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT 
WOULD WEAKEN THE GOM POSITION WITH THE USSR AND 
PRC. DEEENSE MINISTRY SUPPORT EOR AN ASSIGNMENT 
TO THE STAEE COLLEGE COULD OVERCOME THESE OBJECTIONS. 

4. DO YOU WISH US TO EXPLORE THIS ALTERNATIVE? 

UNDERHILL 
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